


8 The Kurdish Policy Imperative

Kurds has been the continued existence of the to be reappraised and reconsidered with reference to
Kurdistan Region of Iraqg. The legalization of this new political dynamics in Turkey, Syria, Iran, and of
region in post-2003 Iraq has strengthened the course Irag, and more importantly, the new political
commitment of many Kurds to what they see as their and economic outlook of the Kurds themselves.
innate national rights. For many, these equate to International policy-makers find it difficult to deal
independence. with non-state actors and minorities, but this should

Whatever happens in the short to medium term, not prevent them engaging seriously on Kurdish
some Kurds are now able to influence outcomes in a  issues. The recent stand-off between Turkey, the PKK,

manner that the Kurdish negotiators of the 1920s and the Iraqi Kurds has opened a window onto the
failed to achieve. There is no imminent prospect of intricate web of relations that link different actors
an independent Kurdish state but it is possible that together, and has exposed the new interactions

one may in time emerge as a late addition to the caused by domestic political complexities in Turkey
post-1918 political map of the Middle East. and Iraq and the increasing effectiveness of political

These trends mean that the Kurdish situation has  actors among the Kurds.

Notes

1 The San Remo Conference was convened by the victorious Allied powers to decide the future of the former territories of the Ottoman Empire.

2 For a fuller explanation see Philip Robins, Suits and Uniforms: Turkish Foreign Policy since the Cold War, Hurst & Co., 2003.

3 The Washington Agreement was brokered by the US government to assist the peace process between the KDP and PUK. See Gareth Stansfield, Iraqi Kurdistan:
Political Development and Emerging Democracy, Routledge, 2003.

4 Anfal was the code name given by the Iragi government to its policy of ethnic cleansing in the three northern governorates of Iraq in 1987-8. See ‘Iraq’s Crime
of Genocide’, Human Rights Watch, 1992.

5 The most comprehensive study available in English is Harriet Montgomery's The Kurds of Syria — An Existence Denied, Européaisches Zentrum fur Kurdische
Studien, 2005. For a shorter introduction, see Robert Lowe, ‘Kurdish Nationalism in Syria’, in Mohammed Ahmed and Michael Gunter (eds), The Evolution of
Kurdish Nationalism, Mazda, 2007.

6 There may still be a significant number of Syrian Kurdish members of the PKK although this is usually downplayed by Syrian Kurdish leaders. See ‘The PKK and
Syria’s Kurds’, Terrorism Monitor, The Jamestown Foundation, Vol. 5, Issue 3 (February 2007).

7 The Iranian Communist Party was established in 1983 through the merger of Komala and the Iranian party, ‘The Union of the Communist Fighters'.

8 Iranian Kurdish sources estimate the number killed to be more than 200.

9 From its formation in 1945 until 1971 the party was officially called KDP. In 1971 ‘Iran’ was added to the name, within parentheses. From 1973 ‘Iran’ became
an integral part of the name of the party.

10 The KDPI runs Tishk TV (the sun ray) from Paris, the KDP runs Kurd TV from London, Rojhelat TV (East) from Sweden belongs to Komala, Komala TV based in
Sweden belongs to Komala (the Kurdistan branch of the Iranian Communist Party), and Newroz TV based in Denmark is the mouthpiece of PJAK.

1 in the early 1990s Iran, hunting the Iranian political Kurdish parties, regularly shelled the border areas of Iragi Kurdistan. Since the late summer of 2007 Iran
has again started shelling the border areas around the Qandil Mountains, this time hunting PJAK fighters. Abdulla Hasdanzadeh's book, Niw Sada Tekoshan
(‘Half a Century of Struggle’, 2003) provides a detailed account of the shelling in the early 1990s.

The Kurdish Nationalist Movement, Cambridge University Press, 2006.
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